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Tips when planting shade trees
Beautiful landscaping can add
instant curb appeal to a property. But beauty isn't the only
thing that makes idyllic landscaping attractive to homeowners. Some landscaping features,
such as shade trees, save homeowners money while adding
aesthetic appeal.
The U.S. Department of Energy notes that shading is the
most cost-effective way to reduce solar heat gain in a home.
Shading also cuts air conditioning costs, which tend to be expensive in areas with warm, humid climates. In fact, the DOE
notes that well-planned landscapes can reduce unshaded
homes' air conditioning costs by
anywhere from 15 to 50 percent.
When planting shade trees,
one of the ﬁrst decisions homeowners will need to make is
which type of tree, deciduous or
evergreen, they want to plant.
Deciduous trees are those that
seasonally shed their leaves,
while evergreens are trees that
keep their leaves throughout
the year. Deciduous trees can
help keep homes cool in the
summer by blocking sun, and
those same trees can be beneﬁcial in winter after they shed
their leaves by letting the sun
in and keeping homes warm.

• Cool air before it reaches
your home. Shrubs and
groundcover plants can be
planted to cool air before it
reaches a home.

Evergreen trees

But evergreens also can be beneﬁcial in winter by blocking
wind, potentially preventing
cold air from making its way
into a home through cracks in
walls or around windows.
When planting shade trees,
techniques vary depending on
which type of tree homeowners
ultimately choose to plant.

Planting deciduous trees
The DOE says that decidu-

ous trees that are between six
and eight feet tall when planted will begin shading the windows of a home within a year
of being planted. Depending on
the species of the plant and the
home, those same deciduous
trees may begin shading the
roof within ﬁve to 10 years of
being planted. When planting
deciduous trees, homeowners
should keep these tips in mind.
• Plant trees to the south of

Planting evergreens to block
wind is known as "windbreaking," which lowers the wind
chill near a home. Wind also
can be used to cool a home in
summer. But these beneﬁts can
only be realized when evergreens are strategically planted.
• Location, location, location:
The DOE advises planting evergreen trees to the north and
northwest of the home to stop
wind. In addition, to get the
most bang for your windbreaking buck, the distance between
the home and windbreak
should be two to ﬁve times the
height of the mature tree.
• Plant trees on either side
of the house. Planting trees on
either side of the house will direct cooling winds toward the
home in the summer.

the home. When planted to the
south of the home, deciduous
trees can screen between 70
and 90 percent of the summer
sun while still allowing residents to feel summer breezes.
• Consider sun angles.
Homeowners who want to
shade their homes from low afternoon sun angles should
plant trees with crowns that
are lower to the ground on the
west side of their homes.

Shade trees can help homeowners reduce their energy
bills, making them valuable
and attractive additions to any
landscape.
(Metro Creative Services)
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146 Kingsway Lane, Charleston
$242,000

     
      leston. Spacious 3BR/3BA home with sunroom, nice
kitchen, wet bar, laundry on main level. Freshly painted
       
  
footage. Attached shed above garage.
DIRECTIONS: I-77 to Sissonville-Pocatalico Exit. Right at
ramp. Go apx. 1 mile, left onto Legg Fork. Go 1 mile, left
onto Kingsway Lane- House on right.
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1570 Kanawha Boulevard, Charleston
$599,000

Fabulous price on this Riverfront Penthouse! Completely refurbished with modern touches. Chefs kitchen
with granite & high end appliances, master en-suite
         
throughout. Elevator opens into the foyer, huge sunroom
overlooking the river & much more. Unique opportunity.
DIRECTIONS: From capitol - Kan. Blvd towards downtown.
Building on right beside park side. 1570.
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